12                  Panchapadika

Objection : But there we have the karrnas which are
momentary and whose results are to be experienced after
a long time. To facilitate that many apurvas are presumed
in the meanwhile; and thus they have 'surtopapatti'.

Reply : Here too we have such a concomitant relation.
"Knowledge can dispel only ignorance". Hence the apho-
rism itself indicates that the bondage is of the nature of
avidya.As such to arrive at the 'vichara kartavyata' given by
the meaning of the aphorism, we should establish the pur-
pose of the sastra.  And the 'prayojana9 can arise only
when we have given an account of adhyasa.

"Ifkartritva and bhoktritva are brought by ajnana,
then Brahmajnana alone can dispel this evil.  Badarayana
indicates that Brahmajnana dispels this anartha; and in so
doing he implies that this anartha is brought by avidya.
And by explaining this ajnana, Sankara makes the meaning
of the aphorism consistent and intelligible". Sankara does
not give the plain meaning of the aphorism first, but its
implication because this part of the commentary is the gen-
eral introduction to the whole system.

The identity of the Brahman and the self is the final
conclusion or meaning of the whole system.

Objection : Let adhyasa be the ground from which
we can establish the 'prayojana'. But how can this be also
the ground foi maintaining that final conclusion ?

Reply : "All the vedantas go to establish the reality
of Brahman who is pure bliss, pure existence, 'kutastha
chaitanya' (Integral consciousness) and 'asamsarin' (nonrela-
tional whole). This is the ultimate nature of the self".
This meaning has been propounded by the aphorisms and